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The above will be the office-bearers of the central board of the party. The mem-
bers of the central board will be the representatives of the associations to be formed
in every district as branches of the National Agriculturists7 party. Till the associa-
tions are formed and representatives for the central body are selected by them the
central board consist of those present at the conference and those who had been
invited to the conference but were unable to attend it. The present central board
will be dissolved when at least 25 districts have formed associations and sent re-
presentatives, The districts have been given a year's time for that work.

There was a dispute at the subjects committee meeting on the question of the
qualifications of persons entitled to join the party's associations. Eventually it was
agreed to throw open the membership of the district associations to those entitled
to be enrolled as voters for the Legislative Council elections. The membership fee
will be Re. 5 annually. But there will be no separate fee for the membership of
the central body, which would carry on its work by direct subscriptions and con-
tributions from the district associations. There was a proposal that the fee for a tenant
desiring to become a member of the association should be only S annas annually
but the proposal was not pressed.

The conference also formed an executive committee of 72 members, two persons
having been selected from each district.

THE MADRAS LANDHOLDERS' ASSOCIATION

The following is the report of the proceedings of an ordinary general body meeting
of the Madras Landholders' Association held in Madras on the 2nd. December 1934
, with the   Maharaja of Veiikatagiri, President in the chair.

"The Report of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Indian Constitutional Re-
forms is now before us. You are aware that as members of the Association we are
nob directly concerned with the larger political issues raised by the Report, for
Article 3 of the Association reads : "The Association shall avoid all political ques-
tions except, such as immediately concern Zamindari interest." But I cannot re-
frain from expressing my opinion, with which I hope you all concur, that the
Report contemplates a large measure of advance in the establishment of self-govern-
ment in our land. I may at the same time express my earnest request to the Go-
vernment both in England and India that they should do all that lies in their
power to make the fieforms that would emerge from the Parliament such as would
satisfy the legitimate and reasonable aspirations of the country and such as would
secure to India a status equal to that of the other members of the British Empire
within a reasonable period.

As for those recommendations contained in the Report which immediately con-
cern the landholders of this Province, I should give place of prominence to the re-
commendation relating to our special representation. In paragraph 121 of the Re-
port, whilst recommending the retention of the representation at the present level
the Committee do not accede to our request for an increased representation in the
future councils which would be more than double the size of the present councils.
The difficulties attendant upon the re-opening of the Communal Award could be no
ground for depriving us in perpetuity of our claim if it is just and reasonable on
other grounds. The Committee assigns no reasons why they regard 6 seats for the
landholders out of a total of 215 as adequate representation. It is inadequate when
looked at form the point of view of the stake we have in the country, our contribu-
tions to the revenue of the State and our value as a steadying element in the cons-
titution. It is also inadequate when considered in comparison with special represen-
tation afforded to other interests from the point of view of their relative importance,
It is, therefore, necessary for us to urge once again that our representation should
be maintained m the same proportion to the number of elected sects as it is
at present.

The next recommendation of importance is the recommendation regarding the
Permanent Settlement. In para 372 of the Report the Committee recommends
" the Governor should be instructed to reserve for the signification of His Majesty's
pleasure any Bill passed by the legislature which would alter the character of the
Permanent Settlement;." It is for the first time that we find recognition at the
hands of the authorities of our constantly-urged claim for recognising the sanctity of